
What does the term 10-32 mean to a chromatographer working
with HPLC vials - FAQ

This term is a way of describing the threading on a fitting so that it will properly be matched to a

receiving port such as a column connector and a column.

This match is important for a good seal and long life of fittings. Improper matches will cause the

fittings to cross thread and wear out prematurely. 

The 10-32 description can be broken down into two parts. The first part (10 in this case)

describes the diameter of the threaded part of the fitting. If you were to measure the width of

the threads from side to side, this distance would be the first part.

For fittings larger than ¼” you would state the actual measurement. For example, if it were ¼” you

would state ¼ . When the measurement is below ¼”, and for English measurements and not metric,

you would report his number in gauge. In this case, we state 10 gauge.

The second number or part is number of threads per unit of distance. For our purposes, it is

reported in threads per Inch. This means that there would be 32 threads per inch.

Click HERE for HPLC Fittings Ordering Information
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